History of Fox 2/7

By Barry Smith

January 1967

Location: 1-21 January Bn (-) Nghia Hanh, and Duc Pho, Mo Duc District, Quang Ngai province, RVN (Operation Sierra Began on 12-12-66 and ended on 01-21-67)

21-31 January Bn Rear, Chu Lai, RVN Quang Tin Province

21-31 January Chu Lai, RVN (Hill5) BS 545957 Quang Ngai province

5th Marines were responsible for Quang Tin province north of Chu Lai while the 7th Marines were responsible for Quang Ngai province south of Chu Lai. These areas of responsibility, while not rigid, were fairly constant. The advantages are obvious: the regimental commanders and their staff got to know the terrain, their Vietnamese counterparts, the civilian populace, and the enemy very well

Maps: Viet Nam 1:50,000 AMS Series L7014,Sheets 6738 I, 6739 II and 6838 IV

C.O. Capt. Vostry (1-3 Jan 67)

1st Lt. Higgins (4 Jan. 67)

F 2/7 was part of Task Force X-Ray

1 January

No contact. During the day ( Operation Sierra)

1. January

One body (RE: 12-23-66 when two men were swept away in swift river current) of Foxes MIA was reported in the Village of Phuoc Hoa (2) in the vicinity of BS 684521. Was in guerrilla hands. Foxtrot Co. dispatched two platoons to retrieve body. Fox received small arms fire as they approached area. Fox attacked and snipers broke contact. Body was recovered. Vietnamese and agent were rewarded.

2. January

No contact

4 January

No contact

5 January

At 0825 hrs Fox and 2nd Co 1/6 ARVN moved out on sweep with no contact. Returned at 1700 hrs. In night defensives. No night contact.

1. January

No contact 

2. January

 

At 1410 hrs vicinity BS 780509 received small arms fire resulting in one USMC KIA (Robert Allen Hecimovich #2150134 L/Cpl.).Foxtrot Co. returned fire and swept area, Discovering large amounts of blood stains and drag marks. 1 VC KIA Prob.

From an email sent to me by Jack Kelley on 02-07-99, the anniversary of Hecimovichs’s death. 

"Had a pal, Pvt. Robert Hecimovich, called him "Shitbird". Wanted to go home more than being a Gung-ho marine, hence E-1. Short in Jan. 67. Less than I month. We were walking flankers for company. I was point. Hicks behind me. To the left was a bamboo grove growing up a hill. To the right a ditch with a bunch of hootches. I thought they would come from the grove and try to drive us into ditch…probably mined. I was looking left. They hit us from the hootches. Two VC with M-1 Garand probably only dropped once by ARVN. First I saw plainly. I stood in middle of path blasting away. Changed magazines on my knees and when I looked again they were gone. Hicks was down behind me. They had zeroed in on my helmet and squeezed on his. His brains were in the bushes. The docs had him bagged and zipped in no time. I tried to carry him out but my hands were covered in blood and I dropped him, fucked me up for 20 years. His dead weight was my metaphor for Nam." 

8 January

No contact

9 January

In vicinity BS 769517 at 0030hrs. Fox received incoming grenades resulting in 2 USMC WIA med-evaced.at 1020hrs.

From an email sent to me by Jack Kelly on 02-07-99.

" The next day, following Hicks’ death, I got a hand grenade tossed next to me while in a hole with three new guys. I got my right leg made into leg soup. Waited most of the night for med-evac and when I woke up, they had amputated above the knee. I had shrapnel in my left leg and my remaining foot was tore up. And that was Nam for me. A year at Philadelphia Naval Hospital and I was a civilian."

1020 hours CP group linked up with Fox vicinity BS 774524 and received sniper fire while waiting for med-evacs. 1 VC WIA, captured with 1 M-1 carbine. Fox unit pursued, wounding 3 VC, but VC escaped. 1800hrs Foxtrot at object 7.

10 January

1010 hrs Foxtrot completed search of objective 7. CP joined Foxtrot in position. 

1730 hrs Foxtrot and CP group received sniper fire vicinity BS 734596, one 81 mm tube hit by sniper fire and put out of action. Artillery mission called on suspected sniper position. VC firing ceased. 

1500 hrs. Foxtrot sweeping vicinity BS 744586, found 1 pack and French rifle grenade with M-1 adapter. Items retained by S-2 for processing. 

1630 hrs. 2nd platoon Foxtrot moved to check reported arms cache vicinity BS 725603 and apprehended 1 male and 3 females VCS. 1 VCS female, standing nearby apprehended by S-2 because of her extreme interest in interrogation. All will be delivered to ITT.

1800 hrs all units in night position. Foxtrot, CO group and 2 PF platoons at BS 729596. No night contact.

11 January

Foxtrot remained in vicinity BS 729596 with 2 platoons of PF’s. 1800 hrs all units in night position. All units have ambushes and LP’s in place. No night contact.

From Gary Murtha’s book "Time Fighter"

( Today my squad had to go to a ville and pick up about 40 ARVNS (Army of the Republic of Viet Nam). ARVNs are Vietnamese soldiers on our side. Each one of us has an ARVN for a buddy. I guess they will be with us another day or two. Gary Murtha)

12 January

1025 hrs Foxtrot reported one squad received sniper fire vicinity BS 737605.2 VC with weapons observed and taken under fire. I VC KIA, second VC WIA but fled with both weapons. Seconds squad vicinity BS 737610 received sniper fire. Returned fire and pursued, 1 VC KIA. Documents indicate he was a tax collector. 

1800 hrs all units in night position vicinity BS 729596. No night contact.

13 January

0900 hrs Foxtrot continued sweeps of area vicinity BS 754597,received small arms fire. Two squads dispatched to run down snipers, 2 VC KIA, 1 carbine cartridge belt and 2 MK-26 Grenades and documents discovered. Grenades destroyed., documents and weapons forwarded. Squads continued pursuit and observed 2 VC being carried into hamlet at BS 756959. Blood trails indicate 2 VC WIA confirmed .Trails followed but lost in village. 

1400 hrs Foxtrot began return march to combat base arriving at 1600hrs. All units in night position. LP’s and ambushes out. No night contact.

14 January

No contact

15 January

No contact

16 January

0800 hrs Foxtrot moved out to sweep hamlets of Chau Me 1 through 4, GS 7351, 7352, 7353, 7451, 7452. 7453 and 7551. 

1500 hrs Foxtrot returned with no contact. 

1800 hrs Foxtrot at Mo Duc. No night contact. 

17 January

No contact

 

18 January

No Contact

"Due to bad weather and it grounding the helicopters that supplied Fox company I was unable to join Fox in the field. Prior to their arriving back at Hill 5 I spent most nights down at the E.M. (enlisted mans) club drinking cokes, watching a movie and writing letters home. Cokes and beer were 10 cents apiece. (Barry Smith)

19 January

Weather prevented the exchange of Foxtrot troops.

20 January

No contact

21 January

No contact end of Sierra. Returned to Battalion area. Vicinity BS 545957

Operation Sierra was considered to be a typical operation against local force guerillas, During the entire operation no known contact was made with a main force unit. 

Operation Sierra was undertaken by 2nd Battalion 7th Marines using companies E, F, G and H. 

Casualties were 6 KIA 4 of witch came from Fox. 2/7 inflected 107 known KIAs on the enemy with an other 72 KIAs probable.

From Gary Murtha’s book "Time Fighter"

"After Sierra we returned to our base camp at Chu Lai. After several weeks in the bush I soon began to appreciate just how safe our camp was".

From the memories of Barry Smith

"I arrived in country on the 13th of Jan.1967 and was not able to join Fox in the field as bad weather prevented re-supply flights. I first met my squad as they departed helicopters at battalion area. They were dirty, tired, proud and what Marines should look like. Soon I would one of them. My new squad would be Carl Stevenson, Bobby Miles, Henry Bradshaw, Brian Colby, Thomas Flanders, Dennis Medeiros, Ronald Bran. Barry Smith".

22 January

My new home was a hard back tent. That is it had wooden floors and sides of wood and screen. The top and part of the sides were canvas. Sand bags were placed as a three foot wall out side the tent that surrounded it. This was protection from mortar rounds. My rack was the normal wood and canvas style that folded up.(Barry Smith)

26 January

Operation Desoto began in Duc Pho. F 2/7 would not be involved until 23 February 1967.

"One of my first patrols was an ambush. We went out with a squad plus a gun team for a total of sixteen men. We were set up on a small hill over looking a trail about 50 yards down hill from us. We had no contact that night but I was so scared that I stayed up all night while the rest of my gun team slept. I was really amazed at the amount of gear that we carried : 1 M-14 rifle with 20 magazines each carries 20 rounds of 7.62 ammo, flex vest, boots, an other 400 rounds of linked 7.62 ammo for the machine gun, bayonet, cartridge belt, two canteens of water, flashlight, cleaning gear for the gun and M-14, spare barrel and tri-pod for the gun, poncho, pack, three days supply of food, one pair of socks, personal hygiene items, map, writing material and first aid kit. All total it probably weight between 80-90 pounds. (Barry Smith)

29 January

3rd Platoon furnished security for a bridge opening ceremony at (BS 577964). 3rd Platoon set up on the railroad tracks to the West of Highway 1. The First Marine Division band played at the ceremonies.

30 January

One Platoon from Fox was OPCON to 7th Marines

February 1967

Location: 1st to 23rd at Hill 5 Battalion rear near Chu Lai Quang Ngai Providance

23rd to 28th at Duc Pho, Quang Ngai province, RVN ( operations Desoto, Pubelo and Deckhouse VI) attached to 3/7.

CO: Capt. Oliver Wipple

 

14 February

1800hrs 3rd platoon was helilifted into vicinity BS 5087 to search for downed Sparrow missle. Returned at 1930hrs. Negative results. Patrol lead by Lt.Jack Rine. 

15 February

1115hrs from LZ Dove. 3rd platoon out again to look for downed Sparrow missile. Landed at 1130hrs.Negative results. Picked up and landed at new zone at 1315hrs.Negative results.

23 February

Foxtrot sent down to Duc Pho for operation Desoto with 3/7.(Left Hill 5, LZ Dove via helicopter and flown to Duc Pho).

Operation Desoto started on 26 January 1967 25 miles southeast of Quang Ngai city. At first it involved two Battalions: 3/5 ( Lt.Col. Dean E. Esslinger) and 3/7 ( Lt. Col. Raymond J. O’Leary) with the 7th Marines regimental headquarters (Col. Charles C. Crossfield) in charge. The purpose of this operation was to clear the area around Duc Pho of VC and to prevent attacks on installations in the Hui Dang-Nui Dau area.. 

The idea behind Desoto was to insert elements of two battalions in the Duc Pho area and then work north and south along the axis of Highway 1 until the coastal area from Mo Duc south to the Binh Dinh border was cleared of VC.

24 February

 

0215hrs Fireteam ambush fired on by PF’s as patrol was moving north on highway 1. 1 WIA. PF’s and Marines recognized each other and ceased fire. One med-evac required. Vicinity BS 583955.

As Foxtrot was leaving the CP it walked out with Recon unit (Duckbill,Lt.Ron Benoit). After approximately 6000 meters Duckbill veered off on a mission of its own. Foxtrot spent the night at an ambush/OP site. Negative contact.

25 February

Foxtrot involved in Operation Deckhouse VI with BLT 1/4. Relieved M 3/5.BLTmoved into position near Nui Dau ending the first phase of Deckhouse VI. Fox and other units of 3/7 moved into blocking positions south and west of Nui Dau. 

26 February

Foxtrot, with Companies K and L , joined in a coordinated battalion search and destroy operation of the HIEN Tay (1), VIEN LAC (4) and (5) and TRANH LAM and (2) hamlet areas in GRID SQUARES 7736, 7737, 7738, and 7837.

27 February

Foxtrot sweeps Hill 163 and find fifty fresh graves around this position and picked up several seriously wounded VC. VC had sewn this hill with explosives and had it set up for command detonation. Duckbill had landed the day prior and ran into ambush at this site. 

On the morning of the 27th SLF with BLT 1/4 landed near Thach Tru. Fox 2/7 would assist by setting up as a blocking force. Two battalions of 7th Marines and three ARVN battalions were also engaged in this area. The situation was similar to operation Double Eagle that was fought on the same battleground a little over a year prior. This operation accounted for 76 enemy dead when it ended on 3 March 1967.

28 February

Foxtrot 3rd platoon (Lt.Jack Rine) departed its blocking force position to check out a ville in the valley. Platoon ambushed in the fields prior to the ville and near the grave yard. During this fight we lost Brian Colby KIA # 2261912 and Lt. Rine WIA. After med-evacs 3rd platoon pulled back and call in an air strike. Unknown results. After the air strikes the full company sweep through the ville. Damage to ville was complete. VICINITY BS 781371. Fox accounted for 8 VC KIA confirmed.

In November of 1998 I spoke to Carl Stevenson about this incident. At the time Carl and his family were at the Contemporary Hotel at Walt Disney World and had the opportunity to met with them there.

Carl tells the story as follows:

" I was with 3rd squad of guns along with Brian, Tom Flanders, Dennis Medeiros, Booby Miles and you (Barry Smith). We were attached to the 3rd Platoon under the leadership of Lt. Jack Rine, who would be wounded in this action. That morning we were assigned by Capt. Whipple to go down and check out this village near our position. Prior to going out Brian came and sat by me. I could tell there was some concern in his eyes and I asked him about it. Brian said to me ‘Carl I’m not going to make it through this patrol’. I didn’t know how to respond to him . As we came down off the hill the front of the patrol came under automatic weapons fire and someone yelled "Guns Up." My team was the first one and we , Brain, Tom and I, ran forward to a small fox hole and set up. It was at this time that Brain was hit with a bullet in the head."

March 1967

Location: 1st to 23rd Duc Pho, Quang Ngai providance, RVN

23rd to 31st Chu Lai Air base, RVN ( Chu Lai is not a Vietnamese name but was

named after Lt.General Krulak as his name in

Chinese is Chu Lai) 

C.O. Capt. Oliver Wipple

 

1. March

Still at Duc Pho and on operations Desoto, Deckhouse VI and Pueblo

While on Operation Desoto Fox company had the privaldge of watching a master sniper at work. Carlos Hithcock known as "White Feather" because of the feather he wore in his bonny hat. While in Viet Nam Hithcock had a confirmed kill count of 99. We atch him get one of his confirms when he set up on our hill using a 50 Cal. Machine with a scope as a sniper rifle. His shot that day was 2500 yards.

2. March

Choppered out to beach just to the East of Duc Pho at BS 873557 to begin a through search and destroy operation of the coastal hamlets of Hui Dao and south of Fui Gun (Hill 163). We steadily received sniper fire. As we assaulted up this one hill two 250 pound bombs were detonated by V.C. as we reached the top of the hill. The blast killed an ARVN that was scouting for us. The only thing that was found of him was his foot in his boot. Several received minor wounds including my entire gun team. At first we thought we were being shelled by a ship that was out in the area by us. We later found the wire that lead to the bombs. It extended several yards out into the woods. 

Foxtrot set up on large hill East of 3/7 C.P,hill 163 (Nui Cha). As we arrived on top we found the evidence of the fight recon team Duckbill had on this hill back on 02-26-67. We spend several days on 163 including ones where we were unable to get re-supplied due to bad weather. Cowboy went to the ville at the bottom of the hill and rustled a cow. We had steaks that night. Every time we went down off this hill for a patrol we would run into booby traps and snipers. On one trip "Streach" Bobby Miles from my gun team found a booby trap in a gate that we were about to walk through.

From a letter from Peter Angus dated 05-26-98.

"The machine gunner from weapons platoon who was usually with 2nd platoon was known as "Cowboy". He was a guy from Minnesota who helped us on Operation Deckhouse when we were on top of the hill overlooking the beach. The fog was thick for days and days and we couldn’t get re-supplied so he butchered one of the local steers and distributed the meat to everyone in the company."

 

3 March

3rd platoon set up ambush on sand bar at base of hill 163. At about 3:00 am I was on watch and was just opening a can of beans and franks when I saw this VC approaching my position from about ten yards. I was so startled that the only thing I thought of doing was yell "Halt. Who goes there". Well he didn’t stop and I managed to find my senses and the trigger of my M-60 and let fly a full belt.

5 March

Fox engaged an estimated platoon of V.C. to the south of hill 163 (NUI CHA) who wore khaki uniforms and helmets and who were armed with 7.2 rifles. Before the enemy broke contact Fox killed 2 V.C.(conf.) and 7 V.C. KIA (prob.) in a trenchline at BS 849384. Fox had 1 KIA and 7 WIA. KIA was STEPHEN, Philippe #2219083..

(The above information was from After action reports and command chronologies from 3/7. The following is from an email sent to me on 02-21-99 from Ray Tuholski, a squad leader of 2nd platoon who involved in this action. Lt. John Riley was platoon commander. )

"Operation DeSoto Quang Ngai province, South Viet Nam

Fox company 2nd Battalion 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division.

Early on the morning of March 5, 1967, I was Squad leader. I was given the day’s assignment by Lt. Riley. We were to go down the high hill (Nui Cha) (600’-800’) on which we were stationed and proceed down the beach for a routine patrol. The patrol consist of two squads, a machine gun team, Lt. Riley and the Captain’s administrative assistant. It took a while to get down. It was a very tough hill to climb and descend. We arrived at the bottom about mid-morning and started down the beach in a southerly direction. My squad was the second in the formation. Lt. Riley and the administrative Cpl. were between the two squads. It was a very pretty beach, very quite. There were four Vietnamese walking in the same direction in front of us. They were dressed as most Vietnamese, black pajama type clothes and bamboo type hats. Suddenly the Vietnamese fell to the beach, drew their rifles from under their clothes and began firing at us. The first four marines were hit immediately. One was killed (L/Cpl. Stephen, Philippe Bruce # 2219083) and three were wounded. The four Vietnamese got up and ran down the trail into a thick jungle area. One of my squad members ran after them. He went down the trail and out of sight.

Lt. Riley called the rest of my squad up to the 1st squad and directed us to form a circle to provide cover for the wounded and dead so a helicopter could fly in and get them out. Within a short time a helicopter arrived and got the marines out.

Lt. Riley yelled for me to go and find the marine who had ran down the trail after the four Vietnamese. I gathered my squad, along with the machine gun team, and went into the jungle and down the trail.

A short way down the trail I found the marine from my squad. He was on the ground in the middle of the trail. He had been shot in the middle of the back. The bullet had gone corpsman was right behind me and started to administer first aid. I the sent two marines down the trail to give us cover. Both marines were shot immediately, I looked down the trail and noticed white cloth every so often tied to bushes. Quickly analyzing what was there, I realized it was a booby trap set up 

The Vietnamese were located to our right on the trail. They were in old French bunkers in very thick jungle area. The bunker was a little higher up from the trail.

It wasn’t easy to see the booby trap because the jungle was so thick. The Vietnamese had cut holes in the bushes on one side of the trail and had tied small pieces of white cloth to the bushes on the other side. Being located in bunkers a little higher up than the trail, they could look down through the holes to the white cloth. They aimed their guns on the white cloth. When someone walked in front of the white cloth they would shoot.

Now there were three wounded. The machine gun team was right behind me. I grabbed the M-60 machine gun from the gunner, stood up and sprayed the Vietnamese bunker area. The rest of my squad went beside the trail to provide covering fire for the wounded. I gave the machine gun back to the gunner and proceeded along the side of the trail.

One of my men was crying. I went up to him, slapped him and yelled start firing.

I looked over and saw two wounded men out in the open on the trail. I went over under fire and grabbed one marine who had his foot shot off above the ankle, and dragged him back behind the trail with the other wounded marine. I then got up and went back to the trail. I put my arms under the marine shot in the chest. He was Walstrom, was shot in the lung. As I started to drag him back the Vietnamese opened up with a machine gun and hit Walstron again. The machine gun bullets went up his side, tearing up his leg. I was now covered in blood and flesh.

All the wounded were in a small area now. I had my men to fire on he Viet Cong providing cover for us.

I was trying to figure out a way to get the bunkers when down the trail came LT. Riley. I quickly told the Lieutenant what had happened. I told him that I wanted to gather all the hand grenades I could from my men and that I would go around to the side of the bunker and grenade the hell out of them. Lt. Riley gave me a direct order not to charge the bunker.

I was on the ground with the wounded. The corpsman was administering aid as best he could under fire. Walstrom was in my arms. His wound was sucking air badly. I reached over and ripped Walstrom’s shirt open and took a piece of cigarette package. I placed it over his wound. Walstrom, who thought he was dying, asked me to tell his parents that he loved them and to tell his girlfriend he would miss her.

We had another helicopter coming in to get the four wounded men out. It was able to get in a very small opening in the jungle. The helicopter had a protective cover on the outside, which it needed badly. Bullets were bouncing off of it like you would not believe.

I used a flex vest from one marine to put under a wounded one and lifted the wounded one up with the vest. We got all the wounded onto the copter.

Lt. Riley had me and a couple of other marines stay behind so we could call in artillery on the site. We gathered all the grenades and ammo. The rest of the marines went back to the beach. From there they went back to the hill from which we were stationed.

After all the other marines left we took grid coordinates and called in the arty.

We did not want to go back by the way of the beach because there was only three of us. So we went back through the jungle towards the hill near the beach.

We climbed back up the hill late in the afternoon. Burnt out, completely exhausted and very beat because four of our squad had been shot up and one killed. We crashed into our small, dirty fox holes on the side of the hill."

From an Email sent to me by Arnie "Sunny" Sundberg on 03-13-99

" During this fight I was assistant gunner to Arlen Jones. During the fight his machine gun flew apart and I put the pieces in my helmet. Lt. Riley and Cpl. Slater were firing at the NVA over our heads. Cpl. Hall, an other Marine and I put the gun back together."

14 – 15 March

Fox and M and K companies participated in an operation in the Vinh Bac hamlet complex at grid squares BS7638, 7639, Duc Pdo District with Popular Forces participating. Requested by the District Chief, the operation permitted over 2,000 refugees to recover their personal belongings. Units established security along the route from the hamlet to the District headquarters. Toward the end of each day’s security mission V.C. forces began to harass the moving column of refugees, but attempts failed as USMC units engaged the V.C. forces with both small arms and supporting fire. 

16 March

Foxtrot ambushed just West of Duc Pho while conducting search and destroy operation in the hamlet complex in grid squares 7736, 7737 and 7837. Fox came under heavy automatic fire from an undetermined number of V.C. Moving east into the hamlet area at BS 781375 with K company supporting from the high ground to the northwest. Fox received fire from BS 781369 and BS 779373.Fox engaged the V.C. with heavy volumes of small arms fire and called in an approximate 200 rounds of artillery on target areas while directing UH-IS suppressive fire and fixed wing air strikes. Two V.C. automatic weapons 50 cal. positions were destroyed and 9 V.C. KIA were confirmed by aircraft at BS 781369. Medicial evacuation helicopters received slight battle damage. Fox killed 7 V.C. (prob) in the action. Fox’s losses were 7 Marines and 1 sailor KIA and 5 WIA. Our losses were: Dominguez, Michael Charles # 2242252; Fedor, Andrew # 2206759; Graber, John Allen # 2268817; Matlock, Nelson Allen # 2258260; Mendez, Angel # 2030367; Miller, Mills Craft # 2262037; Myers, Pearl Wayne # 2268153; Pokey, Frank Michael # 2138292 and Simmons, Travis A. # 7715206.

 

From a letter to me from "Sunny " Sundberg on 08-21-98.

" I remember Desoto and the ambush pretty well. They mowed down a lot of guys that day. That night I recall what was left of "F" troop in a "Wagon Wheel" formation. We lay there in the dark and I just knew we were going to be over-run. Out of over 200 with attached weapons, to about a reinforced platoon we walked out with the next morning. " 

" I remember "Cowboy" having a firefight with the 50 cals. He was on a bunker and rounds were hitting all along the bunker. He got the Silver Star. I also remember Lt. Riley and Gary Murtha going after the WIA’s under fire."

From a letter to me from Peter Angus on 08-30-98.

" On 03-16-67, when we got hit really bad on Operation Desoto, we lost Pearl Wayne Meyers (he really went by the name of "Pearl", and he was like Johnny Cash’s " Boy named Sue"…a big likeable guy from Indiana. I remember being with him the day he got a letter telling him he was a new daddy. John Allen Grabar also was lost that day. I think Michael Dominguez and Nelson Matlock were also from 2nd platoon, but I couldn’t be sure. That was just one day. Again, I was lucky. I had just entered the treeline of a ville, and all those guys were walking behind where I was and were caught by 50’s out in the rice paddy. Why them and not me? That the question we all ask, isn’t it?"

From an email send to me by Lt. John "Mike" Riley on 04-26-99

"I do remember the ambush on Desoto when Fox got hit. My 1st platoon was on point and they ambushed the rear of the company which was 2nd Platoon and headquarters. My Platoon was out of danger, so I went back to see what I could do. Half of the 1st Platoon was pinned down and as I recall there were several casualties.

It probably wasn’t one of my smarter decisions, but I figured my Platoon was OK at the time, so I went out with one of 3rd Platoon’s men, I think his name was McRae, and we got the rest of the men in. That was the day Doc Simmons was killed."

From a telephone conversation with Paul Wayne Wilemon on 06-24-99

"After all these years I have a hard time remembering exact things that happened over there but one thing I do remember was the ambush of the 16th when we got nailed. Doc Simmons got hit out in the middle of the rice paddy and Gunny Lofink and I went out and dragged him back. We didn’t know he was dead and we even had a hard time just locating his wound. Doc got hit in the neck. Just recently I found the courage to locate his family in Midland, Texas. I didn’t know if I should contact them after all this time, I didn’t know if they wanted to bring up Doc’s death again. I found his parents number in the phone book and first got his Dad on the line. He is hard of hearing and gave the phone to his wife, Doc’s mother. I told them who I was and why I had called. Mrs. Simmons thanked me over and over for the call. I asked her if she knew how her son died. She said they told her he was shot in the neck. I told her Doc died right away and didn’t feel any pain. She asked me how I knew and I told her Doc had such a relaxed smile on his face."

17 March

Foxtrot was pinned down during the night and could not med-evec KIA’s until the morning. Fox returned to 3/7 CP. 

The following is a transcript from a newspaper article written about the action Fox 2/7 was involved in for the dates March 16th to the 17th of 1967. This article was sent to me by Wayne Wilemon.

 

"Ghost of 2/7 rushes to aid

of 10 Marines, two corpsmen

by : SSgt. G. J. Howe

CHU LAI—"I heard my buddy call and I had to see what he wanted," said Corporal Arthur G. McRae after dashing across an open rice paddy under intense fire to aid 10 Marines and two corpsmen pinned down by the Viet Cong March 16.

"F" Company, 2nd Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment of Task Force X-Ray, 1st Marine Division was conducting a search and destroy mission in the Thanh Iam (2) village complex 50 miles south of Chu Lai, and the second platoon came under heavy automatic weapons fire.

The VC were dug in to the south of the platoon and along a river bank to the west

"Charley cut loose four .50 cal. Machineguns and pinned down half the platoon," said Company Gunnery Sergeant Walter F. Lofink.

"Two Marines were killed instantly and two others seriously wounded when the firing started," added Captain O.M. Whipple company commander. No one could get to them because of the intense fire," He said.

The heavy fire continued for about an hour, and "every time Marines moved out to try to reach their comrades the VC fire increased," Whipple added.

The VC fire continued despite repeated air strikes and artillery missions.

Suddenly McRae jumped up from his position, behind a hedgerow, and dashed across the open paddy to get his fellow Marines. Bullets splashed all around him as he raced the 150 meters across the paddy, the company commander said.

Four of the men had been pinned down in the open for over an hour; two were wounded seriously. When McRae reached them he helped the corpsman administer first aid and planned how to lead the Marine back to friendly lines.

Of the 12, two Marines and a corpsman were dead when McRae arrived – another Marine died later of wounds.

McRae organized the rest and started them moving back to the company position. He got all of the dead and wounded back to friendly lines. McRae later retrieved the weapons and equipment of the dead and wounded Marines from the rice paddy.

Corporal James A. Hagman was the Marine who originally called to McRae for help.

McRae said he couldn’t understand what Hagman said, "So I went out to him."

"I looked up and saw McRae standing there," Hagman said, "and I said man, what are you doing out here? You’re crazy to come across that field."

McRae, who carries his Bible because "it made me feel safer," was still standing. He wanted to take the Bible out of his pocket before taking cover behind the dike, so it wouldn’t get wet.

McRae said, "I was grazed on the arm going out, but I didn’t realize it till I got back."

His company commander calls McRae "The Ghost," because when he’s on an operation he’s continually ahead of the company watching for the VC and bobby traps. "No one knows how he gets there but when the company comes up, there he is," Whipple said.

 

23 March

Foxtrot replaced by Gulf Co. On operation Desoto. Foxtrot flown in to Chu Lai Air

Base. ( We were housed in hard back tents on the North West side of the Air base. The area was mostly sand. They made walkways out of old pallets. The tents were mostly for us to store our gear in them. I cannot remember anytime sleeping in these tents as we mostly stood lines at night or went on ambushes. My gun team position was in a tower that a 50 caliber machine gun was already in placed in it. Barry Smith)

24 March

A memorial service was conducted by Capt. Wipple in the sand by our tents. Ten up turned rifles with helmets on them were placed bayonet first in the sand. By one of the rifles was a corpsmen’s bag to represent the one corpsmen we lost on operation Desoto. Those we lost were: Brian Lynn Colby (02-28-67), Philippe Bruce Stephen (03-05-67) Michael Charles Dominguez, Andrew Fedor, John Allen Graber, Nelson Allen Matlock, Angel Mendez, Pearl, Wayne Myers, Frank Michael Pokey and Travis A. Simmons Jr. (03-16-67)

25 March

Mike Siricie was awarded the Silver Star for saving Lt, Jack Rines’ live during the ambush of 02-28-67.

26 March

During this time Foxtrot had a beach party and all had a chance to get to the P.X. there at Chu Lai. By the time I got over to it it was closed. Some sailors took pitty on me and took me aboard their ship that was tied up next to the pier and I was able to go to their on board store.

 

27 March

28 March

29 March

30 March

The battalion received the M-16 on 30 March 1967. Issued of these M-16’s and retrogarde of the M-14 begain without the benefit of prior planning or Corrdination. However, no major problems have arisen and this issue and retrograde is progressing well. 449 weapons were exchanged as well as a basic allowance of 5.56 ammo for each weapon. 

Foxtrot issued the new M-16 rifle. No training nor maintenance classes given for this new weapon. We gave up the old M-14's with great reluctance. 

"We were told that turning in the M-14 would be voluntary. The M-16's looked like toys and soon our leaders had a minor revolt on their hands. After threats of Office Hours we reluctantly turned in the M-14's. In time our reluctance would be proven justified." ( Gary Murtha)

 

 

 

 

April 1967

Location: 1st to 10th April 1967 Clu Lai Air base, RVN

10th tyo 30th April 1967, Da Nang, RVN

C.O. Capt. Oliver Wipple

1 April

Foxtrot at Chu Lai Air Base providing security for the base. Had minor mortar attack on the base. Little or no damage. Received five packages from my parents. We chowed down on some real goodies.

9 April

Foxtrot departed Chu Lai for Quang Ngai city on a convoy. Provided security. Received about 5-6 rounds of sniper fire. Spent the rest of the day and that night at the Air Base at Quang Ngai City.

10 April

Foxtrot returned to Chu Lai and boarded air craft for its move to Da Nang.Releived "D:1/26 9th Marines at Hill 190, near Elephant Valley. 3rd platoon F 2/7 relieved 1st platoon D 1/26 on Hydro-survey security.

11 April

12 April

13 April

Two spans of the Nam-O bridge at BS 927843 were blown by an estimated 1500 pounds of demolitions put in place by underwater demolition team. Nam-O bridge carries Highway One, which is the old Mandarin Road, and the Trans-Vietnam Railways northward across the Song Ca De river. The rail line goes 50 miles North to Hue and 380 miles South to Saigon. (On the night of 12-13 April my fire team had perimeter watch on hill 190 on North side of compound. In morning I did observed that the bridge was down.(Barry Smith)

18 April

Foxtrot was a 155 man Bald Eagle reaction force helilifed into area where sighting of 80-100 VC were observed by recon CP. Unable to locate.

19 April

Pulled K-P at battalion with Dennis Medeiros. We worked in the pot room. Most nights we finished work too late to take a shower.

25 April

Received my second Purple Heart at ceremony at Da Nang.

30 April

Second patrol up Elephant valley. No contact.

 

 

 

 

May 1967

Location: 1st to 31st, Da Nang, RVN 1st to 4th at Hill 190

4th to 31st at Hill 10

C.O. Capt. Wipple

 

1 May

Fox moved to hill 190, at entrance to Elephant Valley North-West of Da Nang vicinity BS 8585 on sheet 6641 III, to relieve Golf company as they were going on operation. Hill 190 was an old French Fort over looking the Song Cu De river that ran the length of Elephant valley to the China Sea to the North of Da Nang. At some parts the Song Cu was a hundred yards wide. Most days and nights were filled with patrols, ambushes and hole watch. At times we would go down to the ville and visit with the people there. Very little contact at this time.

2 May

3 May

4 May

Departed Hill 190 and moved to Hill 10 South West of Da Nang. A small hill top . In the middle of the compound was a 50 foot tower used to triangulate rocket position as they were launched. Because of the poor condition the compound was left in we had to hand dig an entire new trench line and rebuild all of the old bunkers. We were able to contract with the local population to fill sand bags for. In the morning we would take a load of sand bags into the village and pick up the filled ones that evening. Cost about $.01 for each filled sand bag. Our tents were erected in large holes dug out with a bulldozer. We were able to put our property in the tents but we spent the nights on hole watch on the perimeter. That was alright as when it rained these large holes filled up with water. No drainage. The conditions in the bunkers were not much better, in them we had rats running all over us. We had to cover up from head to toe or a rat would take a bite out of you.

1. May

We had a local Viet family come to the compound each day to pick up our garbage. There were about four of them, Mom and dad and two kids , and they would drive up to the compound in their old beat up truck. The local V.C. didn’t think highly of this family helping us so they planted a mine in the road and one morning they set it off as the family drove up to the compound. Three were killed and only one child survived. Gunny Lofink use to tease the little girl all the time. Two of the V.C. were captured by one of the squads.

2. May

We had a sign made for the company. Large 4' x 8' sheet of plywood. Large Ace of Spades in the middle with " F 2/7, Huns Inc., We Yearn To Burn." 

3. May

Watch my first Arc Light bombing mission. A flight of 3 B-52 bombers would fly over an area at approximately 30,000 feet and drop its bombs. Nothing would be heard nor seen until the bombs start to land. Over 300 bombs of 250 pounds each laid waist to area of about 1 mile long. This mission was in the mountains 4 miles to the West of our hill.

4. May

3rd platoon on patrol West of compound. Point man hit a booby trap. He received minor injuries but was med-evaced out. Booby trap started a grass fire that chased the patrol all the way back to the compound.

15 May

Started a four day operation called Bald Eagle. We had constant contact. On the third day just prioir to dusk we had a great deal of action. We formed a quick perimeter prepare for being lifted out by choppers. The L.Z. was hot with incoming rounds as we departed on the choppers. At first we thought we were taken back to our compound but soon discovered that we were being inserted into 5th Marines area. They had ran up against a very large NVA force and we were their blocking force. This was part of operation Union. The next morning the 5th Marines chased another large group into the open and into our blocking position. The NVA turned to his right and ran into an other force who soon cut them down. Once this action completed we were pulled out and returned back to hill 10. 68 bodies of enemy soldiers were located in one area, all were killed by fragments or concussion. 

Operation Union started on 22 April 1967 south of Da Nang with 3/5. 

19 May

Back at Hill 10. 

30 May

I was promoted to Lance Cpl.

 

 

June 1967

Location: 1st to 13th Da Nang, RVN, Hill 10

13th to 22nd Quang Nam providence, Quan and Quan Dai Loc Districts, RVN, Operation Arizona 1 and 2, Companies Fox and Echo.

22nd to 30th Da Nang, RVN ,Hill 10

C.O. 1st to 10th Capt. Wipple

11th to 30th 1st Lt. Niedhart

Map: Vietnam 1 to 50,000 AMS Series L7014 Sheet 6640 IV

 

1. June

At Hill 10. Refurbishing compound. Patrols out in the missile belt.

13 June

1600 hrsFoxtrot and Echo companies flown down to hill 55, Headquarters for 2nd Battalion 5th Marines to stage for going out on operation Arizona 1 and 2. A nine day search and destroy operation. Companies were reinforced by tanks and amtrac that accompanied us during this operation.

(The area known as Arizona territory was primarily farm country where the VC and NVA could and did obtain food. It is also an area seldom subjected to operation by friendly forces. Each hamlet that we past through was built up with bunkers, trench lines, fighting positions, tunnels and caves. The Song Tinh Yen river ran to the south while the Song VU Gia ran to the north of the Arizona. As it was the summer time the rice paddies were dried up and the temperature seldom got below 110 during the day. As the rice paddies was hard and dry it was easy to use tracked vehicles during this operation.)

14 June

0610 hrs. Companies Fox and Echo and command group departed 2/5's C.P. on Amtracks, enroute to river crossing in vicinity BS 848472.

0705 hrs Fox and command group crossed the Song Tinh Yen river vicinity BS 848472.

0905 hrs Fox and command group establish CP vicinity BS 847482. 

0930 hrs Fox discovered 105 mm dud at vicinity BS 842481.Destroyed by EOD.

1100 hrs sit.rep. Fox vicinity BS 847482. To continue sweep of immediate area toward our night position.

"We had indications that we were being followed by the VC. We decided to give "Charlie" a little taste of his own medicine. Just prior to reaching our night defensive position we found a location along the trail that we were on with a bush on either side of the path. My gun team and the fire team that was with use doubled back to these bushes and beginning preparing a little surprise. First we took an M-26 grenade and fixed to one of the bushes, then we strung a black line from the other bush to the grenade leaving about 6 inches off the ground. The pin was pulled from the grenade as one of held the handle down. A safely pin was put in place of the removed pin and attached to the black line. Now when ever anyone tripped the line the safety pin would be pulled and the grenade would explode. We didn’t wait long as about 15 minutes after we left we heard a blast and sharp crash. Pay Back Time." ( Barry Smith)

"This same night, as luck would have it the squad my gun team was attached to was picked for a night ambush. We depart our lines at dark and the point man never got further then 50 yards when he heard voices from our front. The ambush was called off and we returned to the company CP." (Barry Smith)

16 June

0700 hrs. Fox continued attack to seize object #5.

1100 hrs. Fox in vicinity AT 879522. Plans are for Fox and Echo to move abreast on line and to continue advance to the north.

1245 hrs. Fox and Alfa jumped off to attack objectives 5 and 6.

1500 hrs Fox in vicinity AT 871532. Concealed demolitions exploded in burning house while unit was searching hamlet. Treated 2 WIA’s and requested med-evac. Med-evac was completed at 1550 hrs.

1520 hrs Fox in vicinity of AT 873528 reported many civilians in hamlet of PHU BINH (1) at AT 873528. Interrogated civilians and apprehended one male civilian believed to be a VC rice collector and an other male who has knowledge of the 26th VC Bn NVA allegedly working within this area.

1625 hrs Fox is at Phase Line Blue and establishing night defenses and link-up with Alfa. Command Group and Echo displacing to Phase Line Blue and setting up night defensive positions.

1700 hrs. Fox at AT 867 534.

 

17 June

0830 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 865542 detained one VN male 40 years old was on Black list.

0900 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 865543 found cave under house containing 3 beds and 2 stretchers, instructions for dispersing medicine. 3 pictures of NVA soldiers. Cave destroyed.

0930 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 865543 med-evaced two USMC for unknown type fever.

1100 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 866544. Air Observer flew over in a Bird dog and dropped a can of cold fruit juice.(Barry Smith)

1600 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 851546 detained 6 VN males who were attempting to avoid patrols.

1700 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 864543 for night position.

"Dennis Medeiros, Bobby Miles and I just finished setting up our hootch for the night and had dug our fighting position. I went to get some water and upon returning to our position I tripped over something. As I brushed away the sand I soon discovered that it was a 250 pound unexploded bomb. We, along with everyone else in the area departed to let EOD take care of it. Which they did" ( Barry Smith)

18 June

0500 hrs. Fox to conduct search and destroy mission in areas boxed by the following map points: 859540, 868540, 867546 and 858545.

0520 hrs. Received 20 rounds of 81mm mortar fire from vicinity AT869529 in app. 3 minutes. Also received 5 rounds sniper fire. Counter mortar and artillery fire on suspected enemy position.

0830 hrs. Fox departed position enroute to assigned mission.

1100 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 867530.

2300 hrs. Fox in night position vicinity BS 868532.

19 June

1100 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 869530.

1605 hrs. Fox discovered app. 2500 pounds of rice vicinity BS 874532.

1700 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 869529,for night position

2215 hrs. Fox received 20-25 rounds of incoming mortars. Fired 25 rounds of counter mortar fire. 15 WIA in command group.

20 June

1100 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 869529 three VN women brought in wounded boy for treatment. Boy received shrapnel wounds last date in vicinity BS 858509. Women stated there was much VC movement both East and West from vicinity BS 853497.

1200 hrs. Fox vicinity Bs 873521 founds three sniper positions and 15 foot long cave. Cave and snipers positions destroyed. Found one canteen, anti-biotics, vitamins, surgical equipment, one French uniform jacket, civilian clothes, one bottle salt, one plasma bottle and receipt that medical supplies were bought in Da Nang.

1700 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 872513 for night position.

21 June

0730 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 875516 detained a 45 year old VN male during sweep.

1100 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 857504 continuing search and destroy mission.

1141 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 857504 received sporadic carbine fire from snipers. Observed 5-7 VC wearing black PJ’s and carrying weapons. Called artillery mission, results 3 VC KIA (P). 

1700 hrs. Fox vicinity BS 873514 for night position.

2015 hrs received 12-15 rounds of incoming mortar fire. Counter mortar fire was on the way before 2nd round hit. Returned 41` rounds of 81 mm mortars and 11 artillery rounds. No friendly casualties.

22 June

0030 hrs. Night mortars attach against friendly forces. Gunship (Puff) received heavy automatic weapons fire from hostile village at vicinity BS 8952. Fire surpressed by air strikes.

0900 hrs. Fox enroute to tank crossing vicinity BS 905526 on the Song Thu Bon river.

1200 hrs. 2nd air strike against same village Giang Ho.

1530 hrs. Fox crossed Song Thu Bon river vicinity BS 905526.

1700 hrs Fox arrived at C co. 1/7 CP to embark on helicopters enroute to their combat base.

1800 hrs operation Arizona for 2/7 terminated.

"On this operation we soon discovered that our new M-16’s had some serious problems. One was the spent cell casing would fail to extract from the chamber. We had to carry our cleaning rod assembled so that we could use them at a moments notice to force the stuck casing out."

Fox was very fortunate in this operation as we had no KIA’s.

The following is copied from a newspaper article found in the Orlando Sentinel on Saturday, July 1,1967 and written by Mike McGrady. The article pertains to operation Arizona.

All Is Made Ready – Loudly—For Big Battle

DA NANG, South Viet Nam- The briefing for the big battle was scheduled for 1530 hours. That’s 3:30 in the afternoon. That’s what the Marine Sergeant said when he was asked. Three-thirty, in…the…afternoon. He almost spelled it out. Actually, now I’m sorry I even asked him. Besides, the briefing didn’t begin until 4:45, That is to say 1645 hours.

This business of going into battle was a new experience and perhaps certain allowances should be made for the neophyte. It’s not what I thought it would be. It’s not what John Wayne led me to believe it would be. Nor precisely the kind of thing I’ve been reading about in Time Magazine. And to be perfectly honest, I wasn’t all that impressed by it.

Waiting for the briefing to begin, we sat around with some of the officers in the BOQ tent. The interior of the tent was done in Modern Playboy, a variety of centerfolds, with Miss April receiving a position of some prominence, and deservedly so.

On the eve of the big battle, the Marine officers seemed relaxed, even jovial. One of them, a lieutenant assigned to lead a blocking company, had a noticeable and relatively fresh scar on the left side of his cheek.

"This time you oughta try for a ricochet on the right side," another lieutenant was telling him, "and make both sides match up."

"…you," he said.

"And speaking about not coming back," another officer said, "don’t sweat it if you get greased. I’ll take care of Betty."

"Yeah … you too." He said.

Sorry about the …. But this … is going to appear from time to time. We might as well face facts. Marines, particularly Marines going into battle, tend to use words like…. And …. From time to time.

Though most of the Marines seemed confident on the afternoon before the big battle, there’s one fellow I’m not too sure about. He was reading a magazine from a loose stack on the bar. The magazines were doubtless donated by some well meaning civilian group because they included publications like Commentary and Encounter.

This one Marine was reading the February issue of the Journal of the American dental Association, an issue celebrating the 19th National Children’s Dental Health Week. The article was entitled "Interstitial Emphysema After An American Restoration."

The briefing itself was held in First Marine Division headquarters, in a subterranean level of Dai Loo Fort, a sizable French fortress sprawling across a hilltop approximately 20 miles inland from DaNang. The fort commands a view for miles in all directions and must have been a great comfort to the French during the years they spent fighting the Viet Cong.

"Gentlemen, we might as well kick this off," The briefing officer was Lt. Col. John Counselman. "First I’ll give you the broad-brush details."

The code name, he said, would be Operation Arizona. It was to be a "regimental sized operation." One body of Marines, known as the blocking force, would cross the Sang Vu Gia River just before dawn and dig in across the top of a range of hills. Two additional companies, here called the sweeping force, would be choppered into position well into a huge lowland area. The basic area: the sweeping force would drive the Viet Cong into the waiting arms of the blocking force. Earlier operations—Independence, Gordon and Newcastle—had indicated the presence of many VC’s in the area and the reporters on hand were promised much action.

"Our first job is to kill VC," he said, "but we’ll be giving you all the help we can>;

A second briefing officer provided what might be termed the fine-brush details. There would be helicopter landings at two sites, one using the code name Dove, the other, Hawk. There would be 34 guns between hills 65 and 66, an additional 18 guns up on Red Bluff Hill 25. He indicated the precise location on a wall map: " We’ll be going about 10 clicks in here, three clicks past what we consider Indian Country."

"How far is a click?"

"A Click"—that sergeant again, patience running thin—"is a kilometer."

The 10-click trip into Indian Country was made atop a large armor-plated, amphibious vehicle that is known as an Amtrack- more commonly by the Marines as a tractor. The procession that started out in a drizzling rain included four tractors and three medium weight tanks.

The trip to the side of Sang Vu Gia River went through some of this plants finest scenery. The vehicles, as wide as roads in some places, brushed against trees and bushes. Women in the rice fields looked up as the tanks and tractors went by, looked up and then returned to their work . In the small farming village the people stared out at the military vehicles, dully, noncommittally, and the Marines, for their part, were equally impassive, studying the faces of the villagers with a certain detachment. Not once was there a smile or a friendly wave from an adult ; the reaction was one of resignation, the shrug of a people caught up for 30 years in wars they never wanted.

Lt. Col. Counselman sat at the front of one of the tractors, his legs dangling freely, very much at ease, giving the thumbs-up signal to the children who seemed interested in the military procession—more the once his gesture was returned with a classical obscene hand signal. One boy sitting in front of an open shop aimed a toy rifle at the lead tractor and several Marines ducked instinctively.

During the final few clicks, the tractors deserted the road that might be mined and ploughed easily through the rice paddies. They finally pulled up in front of a hillside that had been burned brown during recent battles, burned brown by tractor fires and napalm strikes. The main force of troops were waiting for us there, their uniforms soaked through, their ponchos spread over their bedrolls.

The front line Marines, the Grunts as they are here called, were immediately reassuring. The fear was that they might enjoy combat, might have become hardened to killing. Hardened they were; enjoying it they were not.

 

 

23 June

1145hrs Fox 1st platoon commenced platoon sized sweep in south eastern portion of the SOR.

2235 hrs Fox 1st platoon at night harbor site vicinity BS 890695 map series L7014 6640IV. Heard movement to their front. Four fragmentation grenades were thrown. Fox 1 then received approx. 10 rounds a/w fire. Arty illumination called with negative results. No casualties. 

24 June

1400 hrs Fox 1 returned to combat base with negative findings.

 

 
July 1967

Location: 1st to 31st, Da Nang, RVN. Fox platoons 1 and 2 at Hill 190, 3rd platoon at Nam-O bridge.

C.O.: 1 July 1st Lt. Neidhart

2-26 July Capt. Swenson

26-31 July 1st Lt. Neidhart

Map reference points: Hill 190 vicinity BS 850850 Series L7014 Sheet 6641 III

Nam-O Bridge vicinity BS 927845 Series L7014 Sheet 6641 III

 

1 July

1635 hrs Platoons 1 and 2 to hill 190. Platoon 3 to relieve Gulf 3rd platoon at Nam-O bridge. Gulf company to a search and destroy mission up Elephant Valley.

2 July

The division M-16 contact team arrived at Bn. Area to begin school on the M-16 rifle. All personnel will attend. 

"We received word one day that a team of rifle experts were coming to the bridge to have us test fire our rifles and hopefully find ways of curing the rifle’s ills. We shot our weapons off the bridge into the water. For an hour or so the experts walked up and down the lines with eyes peeled. Then they left without any explanation."

"The last few months of combat had proven the M-16 to be a very poor and dangerous weapon. You were guaranteed a jam after each shot .It was so bad that everyone carried their cleaning rods fully assembled."

"Within a few weeks their report helped to turn the M-16 into an excellent weapon. They had discovered that the rifle had two basic problems. The rifle was too fast for itself. The incoming round hit the spent outgoing round before it had a chance to leave the weapon. They corrected this by putting a heavier buffer in. This slowed the weapon down. The other problem concerned the ammunition. The casing was too soft and as the extractor tried to grab hold they would rip. "

(Gary Murtha)

On May 22,1967 Congressman James J. Howard of New Jersey read to the house a letter from an unidentified Marine contending the jammed M-16 rifles had been responsible for the deaths of many Marines in the fight for Hill 881.

Congressman Richard H. Ichord of Missouri was named chairman of a House Armed Service subcommittee to investigate the weapon’s performance. He found among other things the lubricant and type of powder used with this weapon were questionable. Also noted was a lack of experience with the weapon by the Marines. Shortage of cleaning gear was an other problem.

By the end of October 1967 all the M-16s in the hands of Marines in Vietnam had been fitted with a modified buffer group to reduce the cyclic rate of fire. By the end of the year a program to fit all weapons with chrome-plated chambers to improve extraction was also well under way. Improved quality control of the ammunition and more training was made.

(The Marines in Vietnam-1954-1973)

 

4 July

1700 hrs. Fox 3 at 928832-informer reports 1U/I Engineering company located vicinity 9086. Unit has the following weapons 1 82 mm mortar, 2 60 mm mortars, 12 machine guns, 5 bars, and conventional type VC weapons. Plans are to destroy unit at Kim Liem at vicinity BS 925854. Attack to be in the next 3 nights. 

7 July

0900 hrs. Dispatched one vehicle to pick up dive team at Division recon to transport them to Nam-O Bridge to check for possible mines.

1015 hrs drivers arrived at Nam-O bridge

1110 hrs. Swimmers at Nam-O bridge had negative results

10 July

0850 hrs. First elements of Foxtrot moving to Golf combat base in Elephant Valley vicinity BS 818859.

0930 hrs Fox completed move to Gulf co. Combat base.

1105 hrs Fox 3 returned to Fox Company.

11 July

0615 hrs. Fox 2nd platoon departed to check out possible VC hospital site in grid 8482. This patrol is a platoon (-)

0935 hrs Fox notified that they will not be relieved until Gulf company returns from Rough Rider Convoy.

1410 hrs Fix 2nd platoon returns to CP with negative results

12 July

0630 hrs. Foxtrot assumed Bald Eagle commitment reinforced by one platoon of Hotel. Pickup will be at both Fox and Hotel CP.

13 July

2315 hrs. Echo company at Esso plant received 4 140mm rockets with two WIA USMC.

Rounds fired from 868839.Fox adjusted fire at grids 8685, 8684, 8785 and 8985 from 81 mm mortars.

14 July

0023 hrs. Fox alerted to stand-by for search mission at first light. Directed by Comp-6 to send unit out immediately. Fox alerted and called all patrols. Unit left combat base at 0300 hrs proceeding along southern edge of river to check grid squares: 8685, 8684, 8585. Command group to leave combat base at first light to meet unit and search area north of river. Amtracs departed for Fox Combat Base at 0300 hrs. Fox was dispatched vicinity BS 860855 to search and destroy rocket firing sites. Fox found 39 firing pits, seven rocket launchers and several aiming stakes.

0630 hrs. Fox command group departed combat base aboard two amtracs to meet Fox-1.

0745 hrs. Black Coat (AO) went on station but had radio failure.

1015 hrs. Black Coat back on station and reported possible firing sites at vicinity BS 825851.All Fox units proceeded to that location and arrived at 1200 hrs. 

1045 hrs. 1st Eng, Bn. Will have a four man team w/mine sweepers report to Foxtrot combat base this afternoon on a permanent basis.

1110 hrs. One Amtrac with Fox personal aboard ambushed as they were meeting up with other Fox units. 3 WIA, (2) from Fox (1) from amtracs. Med-evac completed at 1132 hrs. Bob Whalen was one of those wounded.

1547 hrs. Fox-3 at Nam-O bridge civilian contractors leaving one 30 ton crane and one Conus box at that location.

15 July

0825 hrs. Fox 1st Platoon reports two USMC received minor wounds from booby trap possible Frag Grenade M-26 type. Marines were 15 meters apart when hit. Marines given first aid and continued mission.

31 July

1000 hrs Fox-3 at Nam-O bridge request swim team to check bridge.

1600 hrs. Foxtrot combat base reports amtrac hit mine. 7 USMC WIA.

 

 

 

 August 1967

Location: 1-31 August 1967 Da Nang, RVN

1st and 2nd platoons at hill 190 and 3rd platoon at Nam-O bridge

C.O. 1 Sept. Capt. Swenson

2-31 Sept. Capt. Mikel

 

For the month of August activities were largely devoted to saturation patrolling throughout the battalion’s TAOR with particular emphasis on increased security and surveillance measures in the area designated as the Rocket Belt. No enemy rocket attacks were launched from this battalion’s TAOR during August. Engagements by friendly patrols consisted of six light contacts with fire team size enemy units.

11 August

2030 hrs Village chief of Nam-O wounded by grenades, also his wife, daughter and baby. PF body guard wounded.

18 August

A squad from 3rd platoon took a CBS T.V. news crew on patrol at Nam-O bridge.

21 August

2025 hrs Fox and Hotel Battery informed of Intelligence report which states VC may try to hit Hotel Battery or FLC (Force Logistics Command) tonight. All Fox and Hotel Co patrols alerted.

22 August

1755 hrs Nam-O Bridge will be closed until 23 August at 1400 hours due to repairs.

26 August

0615 hrs Fox’s operation into Elephant Valley delayed due to weather.

0915 hrs Fox lifted out of zone to begin Elephant Valley Operation vicinity AT 8288 at 0915 hours. This operation was in response to intelligence reports of enemy activity in the Elephant Valley area. This operation lasted four days along trails, stream beds, and ridgelines north of the Song Cu Do. This search of extremely dense jungle yielded no signs of recent enemy activity. 2nd Bn. 7th Mar Op order 306-67

30 August

1515 hrs Fox returned to its combat base.

31 August

0950 hrs 3rd platoon of Fox will pick up swim team from Division recon-3 at 088 hours 

 

 

 

 

 

September 1967

Location: 1-30 September 1967 Da Nang RVN 1st and 2nd Platoons at Hills 190 and 3rd Platoon at Nam-O bridge

C.O Capt. Swenson

During this month enemy activity increased with the larger number of incidents occurring in the Hoa Lac Village area ( located at 890830) (just across from hill 190), and the eastern portion of Elephant Valley. Light contact was made in the western portion of Company H TAOR in the area of 842788, and rockets were launched from grids 8576 and 8577. Map 6413

1 September

FLC struck by rocket attack Map ref 950800.

0126 Hours Fox combat base (Hill 190) taking mortar rounds. BS 890820

0127 Hours Fox has one WIA and requested emergency medevac.

0137 Hours Fox reported four more emergency medevacs and I KIA. (KIA was MILLS, Kynard # 2294827) Wounded were Monmarquette, John; Masten, George and Sundberg Arnie "Sunny".

2 September

1900 Hours Fox platoon 1 moving east along river taking fire from both sides of river, have broken contact.

1905 Hours Fox Co reports 1st Platoon under fire from enemy approx. 200 yards away on east side of river. Same VC that attacked amtrac and one was armed with M-79 rifle grenade and automatic weapons.

2010 Hours 1st Platoon will enter CP in five minutes.

2020 Hours 1st Platoon returned to friendly lines.

2052 Hours 1st Platoon lost radio in river and due to danger of compromise will change frequency to M-326.

3 September

2257 Hours V.C attacked Go Dau Village at BS 927837. Located approximately 100 yards from Nam-O bridge. Approximately 70 huts were burnt to the ground. Fox 3 did not respond immediately due to threat of ambush which later proved to be true as responding unit found preset ambush sites. This action was to place the local population in fear of voting that day. 30 VC were seen throwing torches at houses. Commenced fire on all routes of possible escape. Approx. 75% of village was burnt or still on fire.

"At the time of this attack my gun team was in their gun bunker located on the North west side of Nam-O bridge. When the attack began I was in the middle of my watch and was able to see the VC or NVA running through the ville was flaming torches lighting fire to the houses. We were unable to fire for fear of striking locals."

"Despite the Viet Cong terror campaign to disrupt the election-involving 272 acts of violence in which 672 civilians were killed or kidnapped –86 per cent of the eligible voters cast their ballots."

The Marine in Viet Nam 1954-1973

Election day. Found booby traps on road to poles but disarmed them without mishap.

4 September

1035 Hours 1st platoon completed mission at BS 862842.

1157 Hours 3rd platoon changed patrol route to 910831 Ap Thuy Tu ville.

1400 Hours 1st platoon back at Fox CP.

1750 Hours 3rd platoon request night activity changed –7F12 to 911838 and 7F14 to 923836.

2040 Hours 7F14 Initiated ambush on 2 VC with negative results.

5 September

2020 Hours order for Fox to have one platoon sweep from 854850 west to 82 North, south grid line. Then to 86 north, south grid line.

7 September

0950 Hours 2nd platoon Fox reports that marine lost rifle No. 548827 in river. Searched for 20 minutes with negative results. 

1210 Hours 2nd platoon found the following items at 851857 on trail believed left by VC: 1 mess kit, 1 cartridge belt, 2 pouches, 1 canteen, 1 cup, 1 plastic bag and 1lb cooked rice, 5lb salt, haversack, hammock, 1 poncho, 30 lb. rice. All rice and salt destroyed, gear brought in.

 

 

10 September

2150 Hours 7F12 Observed 6-8 VC at 907850 moving in SW direction through ambush site wearing black PJs and packs. 7F12 initiated action-6 M-79 rounds and 200 rounds of small arms fire. VC did not return fire . 3 VC Kia. Ambush near the village of Ap Thuy BS 910850. Patrol from Fox 3 struck a re-supply patrol of V.C. coming out of the mountains to obtain food and supplies. 3KIA and 1 captured.

From an email from Dave Evans on 02-03-99

"Devanzo was squad leader at Nam-O bridge on 106, while you were there. Murphy was a grunt with F while you were at bridge. Do you remember the Ville outside F compound heading toward Esso Plant? Anyway, I remember one particular night ambush that went out past our 106 bunker. They set up in the hills to left of ville. About midnight all hell broke lose out there. Gooks walked into ambush site. Murphy was in that ambush that night. They killed a few. I drove the 106 mule in the morning to the ambush site and picked up the dead VC. They also had one prisoner, a woman."

11 September

0745 Hours 7F12 searched area and found 3 VC KIA, 1 male and 2 females, 1WIA female. Captured 2 packs, 1 first aid pack and 1 camouflaged cover. RE: Ambush 09-10-67

1635 Hours. Fox forward on sweep in amtracks. 5th in line struck mine, possible 105 pressure type fuze. Heavy damage to left track of vehicle. 4 WIA with minor wounds. 

12 September

1730 Hours. 3rd platoon arrived at jeep accident. 2 US Army WIA. 

14 September

2017 Hours. 3rd platoon patrol member was instructing a corpsmen not to carry a loaded 45 cal. pistol in half cocked position. He was trying to clear the weapon when he had an accidental discharge. Hit Marine slightly in right hand, right hip and right leg. L/cpl Stebbins, R. # 2215887 WIA.

16 September

1440 Hours Fox CP working party was putting sandbags on a bunker when the bunker collapsed. One Marine was thrown from the bunker hurting his left side. Pvt. Collins, Stephen. 2312497 WIA.

18 September

0415 Hours 7F12 activity seen 4 VC moving SW from 907838 along side of river. Uniforms and weapons unobserved due to darkness. Fired 81MM mission 20 rounds of HE. Will check out first light.

20 September

0040 Hours 7F12 sighted small boat in water-fired 81MM. 7F14 dispatched to check out area-picked up one man in black pjs. Captured 2 ChiCom grenades, 1 M-14 belt, 1 cooking utensils, 2 candles and cigarettes.

21 September

2315 Hours 7F14 saw 6 sampans 50-75 meters off shore-81’s fired illumination and 15-20 VC were spotted at this time. 7F14 fired 50 5.56 rounds at the range of 150 meters. VC moved in a NW direction. 7F14 moved to check out area – received automatic weapons fire and M-79. VC broke contact will check area at first light.

0600 Hours. 7F14 checked out area- found 2 sampans-the other 4 were on the south bank. Searched sampans and found one pair of Ho Chi Minh sandals.

23 September

0840 Hours. 7F3 point man found M26 grenade on trail-grenade was half buried in up right position with pin pulled out-destroyed in place.

24 September

0205 Hours 7F12 observed 4 Vc entering their ambush site-2 VC went in different direction-other 2 Vc entered ambush site and 7F12 initiated action. VC broke ambush and moved east. Area checked out with negative results.

26 September

Block Party # 7-1 conducted in Quan Nam (1) and (2). 7th Marines Op Order 301A-67. No VC nor VCS found, no enemy equipment located. 4 possible draft dodgers found. 

28 September

0435 Hours One marine at Fox Cp complaining of extreme stomach cramps. Man went into uncontrollable convulsions-respiration weak and difficult. Medevaced.

1042 Hours 7F1A found freshly dug bunker-dimensions were 3’x5’x4’. Made of bamboo support and big boards for the roof. Had two apertures in front overlooking rice paddies, Blew bunker with 4 M-26 grenades.

1043 Hours 7F1 found 2 boats approx. 14 and 18 feet long, made of wood. Hidden in tall grass near river. Destroyed them with 3 M 26 grenades.

30 September

2210 Hours. 7F6 while moving to bus site observed a large gathering in ville. To avoid being detected, patrol backtracked around ville. Q3A was also in the area. A PF from Q3A fired on 7F6. 7F6 had 3 WIA but not from fire, but from hitting the deck and scrapping their faces and cut by rocks.

31 September

3rd platoon back to hill 190. 

 

 

 

 

October 1967

Location; 1-31 October 1967 Da Nang RVN

Fox at hill 190 BS 890820

C.O. Capt. Mikels 1-30 October

 

1 October

2100 Hours 7F2 observed I VC moving into their ambush-initiated ambush checked area with negative results.

2205 Hours 7F2 3 VC entered ambush and threw I grenade-VC initiated and broke contact. 7F2 fired with negative results

1-23 October

Operation Golden Fleece 2/7-4. Protection of the rice harvest and to deny food to V.C. Location: Quang Nam Province, Quang Hoa Vang District, Hoa Vinh Village, AT 9079 Map 6641 III. No significant contacts were made. Companies Echo and Fox delegated to mission. .

6 October

2210Hours 7F16 man on bridge thought he heard something in water-loaded his rifle and then tripped shooting himself in the foot-1 USMC WIA.

14 October

1530 Hours7F1 checking on 2VN children that had a M79 round explode. Children taken to FLC sickbay. 7F1 checking to see if they were setting it as a booby trap.

1725 Hours Fire team from Fox checked out exploding M79 round and found that there were children. Also found a hole with crushed rocks that could be used as a pressure type device.

2015 Hours 7F4B spotted 2 VC moving along trail approx. 50 meters in front. Point man fired, no incoming rounds. VC wearing dark clothing-weapon type unknown. Checked out area and found 2 VCS slightly wounded-carrying rice sacks.

2300 Hours 7F4 spotted 60 VC heading toward their ambush-ready to fire when H and I fire started-VC went for cover-7F4 lost site of VC.

15 October

0205 Hours F1 received one incoming round of unknown type-destroyed 10x10 feet of wire.

17 October

1130 Hours 3rd platoon Fox used to help recon team Texas Pete. Dispatched on 4 LVT’s.

1310 Hours F3 link up with recon team to reinforce themselves.

1322 Hours Beachnut (recon) 1 moving to Texas Pete

1500 Hours Texas Pete has 3 KIA and 9 WIA.

1500 Hours Beachnut 1 link up with Texas Pete.

1630 Hours Beachnut 1 check area of contact-found 4 VC KIA, 7 ChiCom grenades, 4 Cartridge belts, 3 First Aid Kits, 2 ponchos, 9 AK47 magazines, 40 AK-47 rounds and 4 uniforms.

1800 Hours recon Petrify pinned down

1842 Hours G-6 on way to help Petrify

1845 Hours Choppers tried to get Petrify out but could not because of heavy VC fire- 1 crew chief WIA

1900 Hours Arty round fell short hitting F3 CP 5 WIA-non medevaced. This was at Texas Pete site.

( Around March 1968 I met up with Carl Stevenson , my old squad leader from guns, back in North Caroline. Carl told me that he was surprised to see me as he was told that both Dennis Medrious and I were hit by these short rounds and were KIA.)

2220 Hours Beachnut 1 fire team seen 2 VC on trail, point initiated action-2 VC KIA, dressed in black with 1 AK-47, 1 AK-47 magazine, I ChiCom grenade.

18 October

0900 Hours Chopper down by enemy fire, trying to get Recon Petrify out. G rear to provide security.

1030 Hours G6 fire team going along trail and was ambushed by 5 VC. Engaged in fire fight –1 VC KIA, but body was taken back by VC.

1105 Hours G6 pinned down by auto weapons firing approx. 100 meters from Petrify. Activity has died down link up with Petrify should be shortly.

1140 Hours G6 links up with Petrify

1230 Hours G unit chopper received 81 or 82 mm mortar fire. No casualties but tires flat and radiator damaged.

1435 Hours G6 under heavy fire-receiving M79 and MG fire. G6 3 Kia 11 MIA from recon. Need assistance to get out of hill.60 mm mortars hitting their CP.

1445 Hours G6 under heavy fire.

1455 Hours G6 has 1 VC KIA and 1 AK-47, green shirt and cartridge belt.

1523 Hours.G6 feels they have to pull out of position and link up with recon inserts. Recon reports that it doesn’t have the gear to stay in-if they stay they will have to be pulled out before morning. Enemy has bunkers and are dug in. Air strikes have not hurt them.

1600 Hours Beachnut and Fox 3 got Texas Pete out and re-supplied Bald Eagle for G6 and Petrify inset.

1720 Hours Beachnut and Fox 3 first wave enroute to petrify.

1800 Hours G6 in contact for 20 minutes-has 1 KIA and 4 WIA. Receiving heavy auto weapons fire-M79 rounds and M26 grenades. Trying to link up with rest of recon.

1810 Hours G6 moved 900 meters to get out of hot spot.

1815 Hours 2nd chopper down by enemy fire. 

1910 Hours first wave of Beachnut-20 men to go to downed chopper. (My gun team Dennis Medrious, Myself and three others were the last lift out from Elephant Valley that night to go to Petrify. Hearts were ponding)

1920 Hours Beachnut 1 found 2 bunkers on path. Bunkers are blown.

1950 Hours Beachnut 1 receiving 1 incoming grenade-returned fire with negative results. 1 USMC WIA non medevac

From my personal account:

" Fox went in just at dusk some where North of Da Nang. Flew in by copter. As we landed several other units were already in position. One helicopter was already down due to small arms fire. The recon unit was still up the hill and units were already enroute to their location. The recon unit engaged unknown size force. I later found out that the patrol leader would become my xo at North Island NAS Marine Barracks."

19 October

1653 Hours 2 men from F1 blowing a dud 60 mortar round with C4. 2 Marines from 3rd bridge Co. were 75-100 meters away were hit- one hit in leg and the other in hip- not serious.

20 October

1030 Hours 7F11 found one ChiCom grenade on trail suspected to be booby trap- blown in place.

21 October

2200 Hours 7F2 patrol moving to ambush site and received 3 incoming grenades and 20 rounds of small arms- returned fire. 1 USMC WIA.

22 October

0047 Hours Patrols 7F 2 and 3 linked up and started to sweep area and found 1AK-47 and 1 badly wounded VC that died later.

(I remember sitting on hill 190 when these patrols returned and the celebrating over the capture of the AK-47.)

2240 Hours7F4 moving to ambush site observed 4-5 VC 30 meters away. Contact initiated with negative results

23 October

0030 Hours F1 reported one USMC WIA by friendly grenade fragments hit him- grenade was thrown in front of him at movement.

2200 Hours 7F2 observed 5 VC moving north and initiated action- 2 prob. KIA VC.

25 October

0045 Hours 7F2 discovered a booby trap ChiCom grenade-blew in place.

1815 Hours F1 reported 1 Viet male ran over by CB truck med-evaced to FLC.

26 October

0905 Hours 7F1 found one helmet fiber liner at BS 908825.

27 October

2030 Hours 7F4A tripped bobby trap-2 USMC WIA med-evaced. BS897808.

2330 Hours 7F12 sighted 10 VC 20-25 meters away moving north from Kim Dien Ville. 3 VC KIA prob. Found 200-300 pounds of rice, 5 ponchos,1 can of fish. 

28 October

2045 Hours7F14 was attacked by approx. 50 VC in "L" shaped ambush. 2 USMC KIA, 4 USMC WIA, 1 USM WIA. 7F14 requested illumination from F1. Reaction force (1 platoon from 7F3) went to assist. Used amtracks to cross the Song Cu De river. Ambushed platoon was from 1st platoon from Nam-O bridge.

Fox KIAs were (1) ELLSWORTH, Elmer # 236458 and (2) TINKER, John Gregg # 2295077.

29 October

1950 Hours 7F2 tripped a booby trap- 3 USMC WIA.

31 October

2300 Hours 7F12 observed 7 VC moving in a northerly direction at 905846.7F12 fired 12 M79 rounds-searched area with negative results

 

 

 

 

November 1967

Location: 1-30 November 1967 DaNang, RVN

1-13 November 2nd Platoon at Hill 190

1-10 November 3rd Platoon at Hill 190

1-10 November 1st Platoon at Nam-O Bridge

10-13 November 3rd Platoon at Nam-O Bridge

13- 30 Fox out on Operation FOSTER

C.O. Capt. Mikels

2 to 8 November

Fox out in Elephant Valley. Negative contact. Walked mostly in stream bed.

2 November

0900 hours Recon diver found mine on bridge piling. Mine washed away prior to arrival of UDT.

1500 hours 7F13 found entrance to a cave. Recon blew it with C-4

3 November

1715 hours 7F15 found 1 M-14 cartridge belt, 4 M-14 magazines, ponchos, 1 VN raincoat, khaki shirt and trousers-checked area with negative results.

5 November

1945 hours 7F12 in route to ambush site when man broke his leg. While waiting for reactionary force they observed 7 VC . Called in 81mm mortars HE, VC hit deck and moved towards the 7F12 patrol. 7F12 initiated action but VC didn’t return fire. 2 VC WIA probable. Captured 5 bundles of Punji stakes.

7 November

1115 hours A man from F1 had accidental discharge with M-16 severing his ring finger on his right hand.

10 November

Issued Starlight scope while 3rd Platoon at Nam-O Bridge. We celebrated the Marine Corps birthday at the bridge. Also had a reopening ceremony of the Bridge.

12 November

1045 hours 7F31 hit booby trap believed to be a M-26. 2 USMC WIA

 

13 – 30 November

On 2 November and again on 8 November the Viet Cong launched vicious raids against the district headquarters and refugee settlements at Dai Loc and Hieu Duc 15 miles southwest of Da Nang. 22 civilians were killed, 42 wounded and 57 counted as missing. The raids destroyed 559 houses and left 625 families homeless. Operations Foster and Badger Hunt were retaliatory for these attacks on the settlement villages and to prevent infiltration of the Da Nang rocket belt.

At 0900 hours 13 November 3rd Battalion 7th Marines (Lt. Col. Roger H. Barnard) with Fox 2/7 attached , in conjunction with SLF Bravo (Lt. Col. Henry English) , now BLT 2/3 landed in the foothill north of An Hoa and well to the west of Dai Loc to carry out Operation Foster and operation Badger Hunt. 3/7 would conduct operation Foster and SLF Bravo’s BLT 2/3 would conduct operation Badger Hunt. These two operations were being conducted in the Arizona area including Duc Duc and Dai Loc Districts. Map 6640IV . The operation inflicted substantial losses upon the enemy and considerable damage to enemy installations throughout the operational area by destroying bunkers, caves and tunnel complexes. Sixty (60) tons of rice were seized . During this operation Fox 2/7 was under the control of 3/7. 

Prioir to going out on this operation Fox was at Battalion rear at Da Nang . Most of Fox was at hill 327 "Freedom Hill" enjoying the P.X., movies and slop shop. We were paged out and transported back to our area and began preparing for war again. We would be back seventeen days later.

At 1100 hours on this date Fox, with 3/7, landed northwest of the An Hoa complex near Dai Loc. At first there were numerous contacts with small groups of VC. Mostly they were just trying to escape and did not appear to want to engage in any sizable action. 

17 November

Fox set up in night position. One water buffalo broke loss from pen and charged Fox’s perimeter. One marine was injured and med-evaced. Bull took several rounds from M-16 and was brought down by bust from M-60. Had to pay farmer for loss. Later that night Fox began taking fire from sniper. One marine was hit in the hand. Sniper KIA by M-79 round. 

26 November

Thanksgiving meal. Fox ambushed in late afternoon. Prior to being ambushed we began having sightings of one or two VC or NVA running away from us. Finally we had three run right out in front of us. They made it to a village and all hell broke loss. We receive small arms and motors for several hours. During this time we had 8 KIA’s and several wounded. One fire team went forward and started lobbing grenades into the trench line. During the fight a group of 15-20 ran across the rice paddies toward the ville where fire was coming from. We took them under fire at a distance of 150-200 yards. 5 or 6 went down. 

Fox’s KIAs were Basalla, Donald Albert # 2316622; Day, Weslery David # 2365134; De Hommel, Hank John Conrad # 228510; Deeson, Michael Daniel # 2360141; Frye, Danny Lee # 2369462; Hernandez, Manuel #2030263; Prothero, William Henry # 2154762; Silver, Lonnie Lee #2256879

 

27 November

 

28 November

 

 

29 November

 

30 November 

1800 hours Fox was placed back under the control of 2/7 and sent back to battalion rear at Da Nang. 

Casualties

USMC 21 Fox had 8 KIAs during this operation and all occurred on 11-26-67.

Enemy losses

KIA conf. 161

KIA prob. 83

 

 
December 1967

 

Location: 1-31 December 1967, Da Nang, RVN Battalion rear

5-12 December Operation Pitt Quang Nam Province, Hoa Vang District

C.O. 1 Dec. Capt. Mikeis

2-31 Dec. Capt. Abeie

1-3 December

1st Platoon on a Rough Rider convoy escort. No action noted 

1-5 December

Provided saturation patrols in the rocket belt portion of the TAOR.

4 December

One Marine MIA from 7F16 as a result of being swept out to sea during an authorized swim call. Vicinitytim was COLLINS, Arnold #2243670. His body was not recovered.

 

5 December 

Beginning of Operation PITT in Quang Nam Province, Hoa Vang District. Map # 6641III Series # L7014. Operation order 6-67©. Conducted in area bounded by North – South grid lines 80 to 93 and East – West Grid lines 84 to 90. This was a 2/7 operation involving H and S Co., E, F and G companies.

Operation Pitt was one of several operations late this year conducted by the 1st Marine Division to protect the Da Nang air base from enemy rockets.

0945 hrs Two waves of four CH-46’s landed in LZ 460 (AT 943784) and commenced loading Fox for the assault.

1050 hrs 1st wave of 8 helicopters landed Fox at LZ Hawk (AT823863).

1230 hrs Fox at 822870

1320 hrs Fox at 821874

1400 hrs Fox at 821875

1500 hrs Fox at 826878

1600 hrs Fox at 828886

1800 hrs Fox at 828886

No contact this date

6 December

Plans - Fox will move to establish a combat base upon arriving at a suitable location and will commence patrolling

0905 Fox notified Command Group that ARVN air strike was within 500 meters of their position.

1800 hrs Fox at 828865

No contact this date

7 December

Fox conducted three platoon size patrols.

1710 hrs Issued warning order to all companies to be prepared to move to LZ Hawk for lift to Ti Tou Area at VS 890864 on 12-06-67.

No contact this date

8 December

Plans Fox will move out at first light to LZ Hawk.

0900 hrs Fox at 831885

1200 hrs Fox at 828886

Plans to consolidate all companies at AT 838862 and the Command Group at AT 825862 for movement to a newly assigned area of operation to conduct search and destroy.

1325 hrs Fox has 1 Med evac

1610 hrs helicopter re-supply of company Fox

1800 hrs Fox at 858862

Summary of Operation: All units moved into area south of LZ Hawk for pickup by Amtracs. Companies E and F moved by foot to assembly area in preparation for attack tomorrow morning.

Plans: At first light tomorrow Fox will commence attack north toward ARVN objective #6. Upon seizure units will prepare to attack east. 

No contact this date

9 December

0730 hrs Fox begins attack from AT 862862

0800 hrs Fox AT 876867

1000 hrs Fox AT 878869

1030 hrs Issued new frag order to Fox to continue toward ARVN objective #6 and search area for possible VC harbor sites of trails. Upon arrival at objective, report all findings. Be prepared to continue the attack north ort east depending on findings.

1120 hrs Fox AT 880871

1130 hrs Fox lead element found a booby trap, wooden pressure type device, at grid 880871..

1200 hrs Fox AT 883873

Summary of Operation: Fox commenced move toward ARVN objective 6 and 7.

Plans; Fox will shift to seize objective at At 870888

1400 hrs Fox AT 878870

1500 hrs Fox AT 878870

1600 hrs Fox AT 872870

1700 hrs Fox AT 872870

Summary of Operation; Fox continues to move in the attack toward objective at At 870888. Fox movement hampered by swollen streams, thick vegetation and rough terrain.

1900 Plans for 10 Dec. After Fox is re-supplied it will continue the attack to seize assigned objective.

No contact this date for Fox

10 December

0830 hrs Fox taking sniper fire and med-evaced 10 USMC Non battle casualties

0930 hrs Plans. Fox will move onto objective at AT 870888 after re-supply.

0945 hrs A UH-34 crashed during re-supply causing 5 USMC Med-evacs

1110 hrs. Fox Med-evaced 4 men- non battle causalities.

1150 hrs Fox’s out post at 870870 observed 3 VC moving south-west 75 meters away with 1 AK-47. They were wearing gray utilities, cartridge belts and packs. OP initiated action by firing 18 rounds, VC fired 10 rounds and broke contact to north. Searched area and found blood trail.

1200 hrs Fox at 870870.

Summary of Operation Fox continues to attack toward objectives.

Plans Fox continue to aggressively patrol trail complex in the vicinity of Ti Tou.

1400 hrs Fox AT 872883

1507 hrs Fox reached objective 8.

1515 hrs Fox ordered to move north and link up with E-1 at the location of downed helicopter. at 898876.

1700 hrs. Fox ordered to remain in present position for night at AT 870888.

Summary of Operation Fox seized objective #6 and will harbor in the general vicinity  for the night.

Plans Fox will remain in that position for further orders.

11 December

0600 hrs Fox AT 870888

1030 hrs Fox AT 881882

1111 hrs Fox taking under enemy automatic fire. 1 USMC KIA ( LIMON, Andres #2335759)

1200 hrs Fox AT 883886

Summary of Operation Fox moved from objective 8 east to AT 881897 to search out trail and move to the south.

Plans Fox and E-1 will move to the vicinity of AT 860860 for pick up be Amtracs in order to move to company H Combat base.

1340 hrs Fox came under automatic fire, 1USMC WIA non-med-evac. No enemy casualties were found..

1500 hrs Fox received incoming sniper rounds. After returning fire with 50 M-16 rounds enemy broke contact.

1630 Fox AT 885881

1800 Fox AT 878876.

Summary of Operation Fox will remain in present position overnight and conduct ambushes and LP’s

2330 hrs Frag order Operation PITT terminated at 120600.

Casualties for this operation

37 USMC Non-Battle Casualties, 1 USMC WIA, 1 USMC KIA

Plans: Remain in defensive positions. After Med-evac for Fox at first light. Fox and E-1 will moved to AT 860860 and by Amtrac to Company H combat base.

The following is from an interview I had with EDDIE MITCHEL, F 2/7 67-68, on 07-16-99 at a reunion in Kississimmee, Florida during a reunion for Golf 2/7.

"Andres Lemon and I had just reached the top of the hill and were sitting down to rest form our clime. I looked over at Andres and saw him lift his rifle and point at something outside our perimeter. I turn to get my rifle when I heard the sound of an AK 47. When I looked back Andres was down on his back and lifting his rifle up with two hands. I heard him say ’Oh Mama’ and he closed his eyes. We carried Andres in a poncho until about 8:00 am the next day when we were able to medevac him out. Andres had died just after being shot."

12 December

0600 hrs Operation PITT terminated

0816 Med-evac 1KIA and 1 WIA from Fox while Fox was on the move.

0850 Fox AT 881876

1750 hrs Fox at Battalion CP.

15 December

1000 One squad of Fox sent to 1/7 at regiment while they pulled a sweep of their area.

20-23 December

Fox sent down to Tam Key.

25 December

Christmas at Battalion CP

26 December

Received Christmas packages from a group in Rhode Island

29 December

Fox was issued new M-16’s

A USO from the states arrived. Diane McBain from The TV hit Pier 66 was with them

Memorial services for those lost on operation Foster.

31 December

Fox had a PX trip to Da Nang

Celebrated News Year eve at Battalion CP

 

 

 

 

 

 

